
To listen to the audio of this message, go to Spcc.tv 

 

 
 

 

The Perplexities of Pain 
April 9-10—Bryce McFadden 

Pain in our lives can produce _________________________ 
2 Corinthians 12:1-7 

 
 

Pain can drive us deeper in ___________________________ 
2 Corinthians 12:8; Rom. 8:28 

 
 

Pain can open our ears to ____________________________ 
2 Corinthians 12:9a 
 

Pain can open the way for God’s ______________________ 
2 Corinthians 12:9b; Ps. 32:10; Rom. 12:12; 1 Pet. 5:6-7 

 

Pain can help us live for the _____________  ____________ 
2 Corinthians 12:10; 2 Cor. 5:6; Rom. 8:25; Rom. 8:23 

 

 



 

OUR TIME WITH GOD 
For the full reading plan, go to SPCC.TV/Church Study & Resources 

LAST WEEK 3/28-4/3  

MONDAY: 1 KINGS 20 JOHN 7:1-24 PROV. 14:10-12 

TUESDAY:  1 KINGS 21 JOHN 7:25-52 PROV. 14:13-15 

WEDNESDAY: 1 KINGS 22 JOHN 8:1-20 PROV. 14:16-18 

THURSDAY: 2 CHRON. 18 JOHN 8:21-59 PROV. 14:19-21 

FRIDAY: 2 CHRON. 19-20 JOHN 9 
 

PROV.14:22-24 

SATURDAY: 2 CHRON. 21 JOHN 10:1-10 PROV. 14:25-27 

SUNDAY: 2 CHRON. 22 JOHN 10:11-21 PROV. 14:28-31 
 
 

3 QUESTIONS TO EXPLORE EACH DAY: 
1. What is the passage saying? 
2. Does the passage tell you something about God or about 

yourself? 
3. Is there something Jesus is reminding you of regarding who He 

is or who you are in Christ? How is He inviting you to respond 
to His word to you today? 

 

 

REFLECTING ON YOUR TIME WITH GOD THIS WEEK: 
1. Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, think 

about your time listening and responding to Jesus’ voice this week. 
As you journaled those conversations with Him, is there one thing 
in particular that you felt Him speaking to you about? 

 

 

 

 



 
SHARING WITH YOUR GROUP: 
2. Life Group leader, pick one person in your group this week to 

share their answer to question number one. 

 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION: 
3. As Pastor Bryce spoke about pain this week, what did Jesus 

impress on your heart? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we discuss the topic of suffering, sometimes, with good 
intentions, we can try to offer “quick fixes” for people’s pain. We 
need to resist the temptation to offer a trite solution to people’s 
deep hurts. While it can be uncomfortable to hear someone 
express disillusionment and unresolved questions, let me 
encourage us to listen well. Let’s be compassionate listeners 
who are “quick to hear and slow to speak” as we trust the Holy 
Spirit to work in us through this series. 



 

 
MY PERSPECTIVE: 
4. C.S. Lewis said, “God whispers in our pleasure, and shouts in our 

pain.” Is there a time God got your attention through a painful 
experience? If so, describe. 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 
 

But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God… 
 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:7; Jeremiah 17:5-7. 
List some specific ways God uses pain to teach us to depend on 
Him instead of ourselves.  Describe one practical way that you’ve 
learned to depend on Him through your difficulties. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6. Carefully read the following passage: Hebrews 11:35-13:6. The 
letter of Hebrews was written to Christians undergoing 
persecution and intense trial. In this passage, there are several 
ways that the author addresses the issue of pain and suffering. 
List the things you see him saying to believers in difficulty. 

 

   

 

LOOKING DEEPER: 
The grace that Christ displays toward His people is expressed in, 
and is inseparable from, His power. To be shown the one is to be 
given the other. But this power is “perfected,” becomes a reality, in 
weakness, of which the thorn given to Paul is a concrete 
example…These words of Christ to Paul should not be limited in 
their application to Paul as an apostle but apply to whatever 
experiences and circumstances of life render powerless the children 
of God. The one thing denied to them, which is exactly what most 
people demand above all, is to control their own destiny. As 
children of Adam, despite such this-worldly instruments of power 
they may wield – intellect, health, wealth, influence, or position – 
they do, sooner or later, become powerless and vulnerable. Upon 
such persons, who in their powerlessness – whether bodily, 
relational, financial, or structural – call out to the Lord, the grace of 
Christ is shown and the power of Christ rests. The words of the 
Lord spoken to Paul, then, are universally applicable. They do not, 
however, call for resignation, which is passive and impersonal, but 
for acceptance, which is active and obedient to the Lord who, in 
response to our prayer, continues to say, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” – Paul Barnett, 
New International Commentary 
 
 



 

MY RESPONSE: 
 

God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (1 Peter 5:5b) 
 

7. Paul said, “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  Is 
there an area of ongoing weakness in your life where you aren’t 
experiencing the power of Christ as much as you’d like? Why do 
you think that is? 

 
 

8. Pastor Bryce urged us to ask ourselves whether Christ is truly 
sufficient for us in our pain; is He enough?  Write out a prayer in 
response to that question. 

 


